the issues of dementia, could contradict this assumption. However, he doesn't clearly define dementia, and he does not explain the differences between a cementing illness and normal age-associated memory loss. In addition, several brief images on the screen of demented residents wandering in a nursing home are distracting and confusing. Instead, both therapists focus this part of their discussions on the common losses in late life, which is not the major problem of this vignette. Also, although nursing homes are discussed by the therapists in a positive light, the choices of scenes from nursing homes are not positive. No suggestions are made about utilizing community-based long-term care services to support the daughter and her parents. Thus, one is left with the mistaken belief that institution-based care is the only option available.
In the second part of the film, the psychiatrist also discusses depression in elderly adults. True, this is the most common emotional problem for older adults, but the 90-year-old man in the video is still able to live independently, and he is not evidencing signs of clinical depression. Yes, there are times, as the daughter mentions, that he is feeling down, but he is functioning adequately. This portion of the video wrongly emphasizes chronological age over functional age. Because of these types of inconsistencies and oversights, the video loses much of its impact.
Hence, the film adds little to the caregiving discourse. The cinematography does not evoke the usual emotional tug at the heartstrings, which most caregiving films achieve. It provides very basic material about families caring for elderly parents, and the changes that can occur in the aging process. The video, though, could be used to stimulate a discussion in an undergraduate course on aging, or be the basis of a discussion for a church or civic group. Beverly Wheeler, 53, discusses the onset of her Alzheimer's with a social worker. She describes the stresses associated with the diagnosis, support from her family, and the varied reactions of neighbors and friends. Reviewed in Vol. 38, No. 3, 1998 . My Mother, My Father, 1984 Nova, Video Press. Four families share problems they have faced and decisions they have made regarding the care of an agins parent. One of the four cases focuses on the proolems faced by family caregivers of a person with Alzheimer's disease. Reviewed in Vol. 25, No. 4, 1985 . My Mother, My Father: Seven Years Later, 1991 /42 min. Fanlight, Terra Nova, Video Press. Reviewed in Vol. 31, No. 6, 1991 . Myrna, the Mai-Oriented, 1997 A 
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